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“It is time to finish retreating. Not one step back! Such should now be our main slogan.” – Joseph Stalin
A lot of ink has been spilled covering the lives of history’s most influential figures, but how much of the
forest is lost for the trees? In Charles River Editors’ Russian Legends series, readers can get caught up to
speed on the lives of Russia's most important men and women in the time it takes to finish a commute, while
learning interesting facts long forgotten or never known.

If Adolf Hitler had not inflicted the devastation of World War II upon Europe, it’s quite likely that the West
would consider Joseph Stalin (1878-1953) the 20th century’s greatest tyrant. A Bolshevik revolutionary who
played a crucial role in the Russian Revolution of 1917 and the establishment of the Soviet Union, Stalin was
one of the Communist regime’s earliest leaders and went about consolidating power after the death of
Vladimir Lenin, whose final wishes were that Stalin be removed from his post as General Secretary of the
Communist Party and not be given the ability to take power.

Of course, Stalin managed to do just that, modernizing the Soviet Union at a breakneck pace on the backs of
millions of poor laborers and prisoners. Before World War II, Stalin consolidated his position by frequently
purging party leaders (most famously Leon Trotsky) and Red Army leaders, executing hundreds of
thousands of people at the least. In one of history’s greatest textbook examples of the idea that the enemy of
my enemy is my friend, Stalin’s Soviet Union allied with Britain and the United States to defeat Hitler in
Europe, with the worst of the war’s carnage coming on the eastern front during Germany’s invasion of
Russia. Nevertheless, the victory in World War II established the Soviet Union as of the world’s two
superpowers for nearly 50 years, in addition to being the West’s Cold War adversary.

By the time Stalin died in 1953, it was written that he “had found Russia working with wooden ploughs and
[is] leaving it equipped with atomic piles.” Of course, he was reviled in the West, where it was written, “The
names of Lenin, Stalin, and Hitler will forever be linked to the tragic course of European history in the first
half of the twentieth century.” Russian Legends: The Life and Legacy of Joseph Stalin explores Stalin’s life
and work before the Bolshevik Revolution, as well as the crucial role he played in establishing the Soviet
Union and turning it into a modern superpower. Along with pictures of important people, places, and events,
you will learn about Stalin like you never have before, in no time at all.
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From reader reviews:

Benjamin Torres:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled Russian Legends: The Life and Legacy of Joseph Stalin. Try to face
the book Russian Legends: The Life and Legacy of Joseph Stalin as your close friend. It means that it can to
get your friend when you experience alone and beside that course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is
very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you more confidence because you can know almost everything
by the book. So , we need to make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Joyce Pippin:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you is
you don't know what type you should start with. This Russian Legends: The Life and Legacy of Joseph
Stalin is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what
you want and need in this era.

John Martin:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of many books in the top
collection in your reading list is actually Russian Legends: The Life and Legacy of Joseph Stalin. This book
that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking up and
review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Rubin Bourne:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and soul
or real their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see colorful images on
there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know that on this era,
many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this
Russian Legends: The Life and Legacy of Joseph Stalin can make you feel more interested to read.
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