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Why do some things pass under the radar of our attention, but other things capture our interest? Why do
some religions catch on and others fade away? What makes a story, a movie, or a book riveting? Why do
some people keep watching the news even though it makes them anxious?
The past 20 years have seen a remarkable flourishing of scientific research into exactly these kinds of
questions. Professor Jim Davies' fascinating and highly accessible book, Riveted, reveals the evolutionary
underpinnings of why we find things compelling, from art to religion and from sports to superstition.
Compelling things fit our minds like keys in the ignition, turning us on and keeping us running, and yet we
are often unaware of what makes these "keys" fit. What we like and don't like is almost always determined
by subconscious forces, and when we try to consciously predict our own preferences we're often wrong. In
one study of speed dating, people were asked what kinds of partners they found attractive. When the results
came back, the participants' answers before the exercise had no correlation with who they actually found
attractive in person! We are beginning to understand just how much the brain makes our decisions for us: we
are rewarded with a rush of pleasure when we detect patterns, as the brain thinks we've discovered something
significant; the mind urges us to linger on the news channel or rubberneck an accident in case it might pick
up important survival information; it even pushes us to pick up People magazine in order to find out about
changes in the social structure.
Drawing on work from philosophy, anthropology, religious studies, psychology, economics, computer
science, and biology, Davies offers a comprehensive explanation to show that in spite of the differences
between the many things that we find compelling, they have similar effects on our minds and brains.
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From reader reviews:

Debra Yarbrough:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or woman?
If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have extra time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer that question
simply because just their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on pre-school until university need this particular Riveted: The Science of Why
Jokes Make Us Laugh, Movies Make Us Cry, and Religion Makes Us Feel One with the Universe to read.

Nicole Montes:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge to make
these people keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will certainly
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you actually
is you don't know which you should start with. This Riveted: The Science of Why Jokes Make Us Laugh,
Movies Make Us Cry, and Religion Makes Us Feel One with the Universe is our recommendation to cause
you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Judy Sigmund:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book
entitled Riveted: The Science of Why Jokes Make Us Laugh, Movies Make Us Cry, and Religion Makes Us
Feel One with the Universe your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every
aspect that maybe unknown for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging just about every word
written in a book then become one web form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get prior
to. The Riveted: The Science of Why Jokes Make Us Laugh, Movies Make Us Cry, and Religion Makes Us
Feel One with the Universe giving you a different experience more than blown away your thoughts but also
giving you useful details for your better life with this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern at
this point is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a casino
game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Byron Hiebert:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this book. This Riveted: The Science of Why
Jokes Make Us Laugh, Movies Make Us Cry, and Religion Makes Us Feel One with the Universe is simple
to bring you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not include much space to bring
typically the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the
book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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