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A war of attrition is usually conceptualized as a bloody slogging match, epitomized by imagery of futile
frontal assaults on the Western Front of the First World War. As such, many academics, politicians, and
military officers currently consider attrition to be a wholly undesirable method of warfare. This first book-
length study of wars of attrition challenges this viewpoint. A historical analysis of the strategic thought
behind attrition demonstrates that it was often implemented to conserve casualties, not to engage in a bloody
senseless assault. Moreover, attrition frequently proved an effective means of attaining a state's political aims
in warfare, particularly in serving as a preliminary to decisive warfare, reducing risk of escalation, and
coercing an opponent in negotiations.

Malkasian analyzes the thought of commanders who implemented policies of attrition from 1789 to the
present. His study includes figures central to the study of war, such as the Duke of Wellington, Carl von
Clausewitz, B. H. Liddell Hart, General William Slim, General Douglas MacArthur, General Matthew
Ridgeway, and General William Westmoreland. While special attention is devoted to the Second World War
in the Pacific and the Korean War, this study notes the utility of attrition during the Cold War, as the risk of a
Third World War rendered more aggressive strategies unattractive. Increasingly, the United States finds itself
facing conflicts that are not amenable to a decisive military solution in which opponents seek prolonged war
that will inflict as many casualties as possible on American forces.
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From reader reviews:

Amy Christensen:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important for people. The book A History of Modern Wars of Attrition ended up being
making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is rather
advantages for you. The e-book A History of Modern Wars of Attrition is not only giving you much more
new information but also to be your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your spend time to
read your reserve. Try to make relationship using the book A History of Modern Wars of Attrition. You
never sense lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Keith Lugo:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline A History of
Modern Wars of Attrition suitable to you? The particular book was written by well-known writer in this era.
Typically the book untitled A History of Modern Wars of Attritionis the one of several books that will
everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this
reserve you will enter the new shape that you ever know before. The author explained their thought in the
simple way, and so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this e-book. This book will give you a
wide range of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world with this
book.

Donna Cauley:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching
TV, or playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you
can read the book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day
long to reading a reserve. The book A History of Modern Wars of Attrition it is quite good to read. There are
a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not
have enough space to bring this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this
book through your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book provides high quality.

Daisy Harris:

This A History of Modern Wars of Attrition is great reserve for you because the content which is full of
information for you who also always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This book
reveal it facts accurately using great organize word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside it. So if
you are read that hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight
forward sentences but difficult core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having A History of
Modern Wars of Attrition in your hand like getting the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous 1. We
can say that no e-book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen small right but this guide already do that. So



, this can be good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt this?
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