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In this book, John Nelson reconstructs everyday Anglican religious practice and experience in Virginia from
the end of the seventeenth century to the start of the American Revolution. Challenging previous
characterizations of the colonial Anglican establishment as weak, he reveals the fundamental role the church
played in the political, social, and economic as well as the spiritual lives of its parishioners.

Drawing on extensive research in parish and county records and other primary sources, Nelson describes
Anglican Virginia's parish system, its parsons, its rituals of worship and rites of passage, and its parishioners'
varied relationships to the church. All colonial Virginians--men and women, rich and poor, young and old,
planters and merchants, servants and slaves, dissenters and freethinkers--belonged to a parish. As such, they
were subject to its levies, its authority over marriage, and other social and economic dictates. In addition to
its religious functions, the parish provided essential care for the poor, collaborated with the courts to handle
civil disputes, and exerted its influence over many other aspects of community life.

A Blessed Company demonstrates that, by creatively adapting Anglican parish organization and the language,
forms, and modes of Anglican spirituality to the Chesapeake's distinctive environmental and human
conditions, colonial Virginians sustained a remarkably effective and faithful Anglican church in the Old
Dominion.
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From reader reviews:

Stanley Torres:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who
don't like reading a book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you'll have this A Blessed Company: Parishes, Parsons, and Parishioners in
Anglican Virginia, 1690-1776.

Christine Flint:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer is usually A Blessed Company: Parishes, Parsons, and Parishioners in Anglican
Virginia, 1690-1776 why because the great cover that make you consider concerning the content will not
disappoint you. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly show you to pick up this book.

Frances Sitz:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find guide
that need more time to be read. A Blessed Company: Parishes, Parsons, and Parishioners in Anglican
Virginia, 1690-1776 can be your answer as it can be read by a person who have those short time problems.

Tanya McNeil:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This A Blessed Company: Parishes, Parsons,
and Parishioners in Anglican Virginia, 1690-1776 can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you
know. You are and so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these books have than the others?
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