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From the introduction by Diane Ackerman:

Paul West recalls the early days after his stroke, exploring some of the all-too-real tricks the mind plays to
save itself from the tomb of lost words.

Paul had a massive stroke, tailored to his own private hell. The author of over fifty stylishly written books, a
master of English prose with one of the largest working vocabularies, a man whose life revolves around
words, he had suffered brain damage to the key language areas of his brain and could no longer process
language in any form. Global aphasia, it’s called, the curse of a perpetual tip-of-the-tongue memory hunt.
He understood little of what people said, and all he could utter was the syllable “mem.”

His prognosis was grim. The brain cells were dead in Broca’s and some of Wernicke’s area, he could no
longer swallow food without choking, and it was a left-hemisphere stroke. After three weeks in the rehab
unit, he was able to say proudly: “I can talk good coffee.” Still, it was a complete sentence.

“You know, dear,” I said about two months later, when he was feeling mighty low, “maybe you want to write
the first aphasic memoir.” He smiled: “Good idea! Mem, mem, mem.” And so he began dictating, sometimes
with mountain-moving effort, and others sailing along at a good clip, an account of what the mental world of
aphasia felt and looked like. Writing the book was the best speech therapy anyone could have prescribed.
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From reader reviews:

Henrietta Jimerson:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the resources
in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to be smart in
receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a book can help
people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Shadow Factory book because book offers
you rich information and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per-cent guarantees
there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Rose Slagle:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is this
The Shadow Factory.

Thomas Hawkins:

The particular book The Shadow Factory has a lot details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot
of profit. The book was authored by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research prior to write
this book. That book very easy to read you may get the point easily after perusing this book.

Lorna Dews:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit
or real their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring
and also can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your
needs. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this The Shadow Factory can make you truly feel more
interested to read.
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