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Thinking Small tells the story of how the United States sought to rescue the world from poverty through
small-scale, community-based approaches. And it also sounds a warning: such strategies, now again in
vogue, have been tried before, with often disastrous consequences.

It is common for historians to interpret the United States’ postwar development campaigns as ill-advised
attempts to impose modernity upon poorer nations. The small-scale projects that are popular today mark a
retreat from that top-down, heavy-handed approach. But Daniel Immerwahr shows that community-based
development is nothing new: it has been present since the origins of international development practice,
existing alongside?and sometimes at the heart of?grander schemes to modernize the global South. His
transnational study follows a set of strange bedfellows?the Peace Corps and the CIA, Mohandas Gandhi and
Ferdinand Marcos, antipoverty activists and Cold Warriors?united by their conviction that development
should not be about engineers building dams but about communities shaping their own fates. The programs
they designed covered hundreds of millions of people in some sixty countries, eventually making their way
back to the United States itself during the War on Poverty.

Yet the hope that small communities might lift themselves up was often disappointed, as self-help gave way
to crushing forms of local oppression. Thinking Small challenges those who hope to eradicate poverty to
think twice about the risks as well as the benefits of community development.
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From reader reviews:

Noah Cale:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a publication.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide Thinking Small: The United States and the
Lure of Community Development will make you to always be smarter. You can feel considerably more
confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think in which open or reading a book
make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you seeking best book or
ideal book with you?

Marie Gambino:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Thinking Small: The United States and the Lure of Community Development book
is readable by means of you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for
enjoyable studying experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The
writer associated with Thinking Small: The United States and the Lure of Community Development content
conveys objective easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
written content but it just different such as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Thinking Small: The United
States and the Lure of Community Development is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Jessica Jones:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as
in the outside search likes. Maybe you answer might be Thinking Small: The United States and the Lure of
Community Development why because the fantastic cover that make you consider about the content will not
disappoint an individual. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading
6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Samuel Potter:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This e-book Thinking Small: The United States and the Lure of Community
Development was filled with regards to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your
scientific disciplines competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a book. If you know how
big benefit from a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like currently, many
ways to get book you wanted.
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