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The classical revival style of architecture made famous by the 1893 World's Columbian Exposition in
Chicago left its mark on one of the most sustained classical building movements in American architectural
history: the Christian Science church building movement. By 1920, every major American city and many
smaller towns contained an example of this architecture, financed by the followers of Mary Baker Eddy, the
church's founder. These buildings represented a new, burgeoning American institution that appealed to
business people and to young men and women working to succeed. Characterized by middle-class
congregations that in the early part of the century were over 75 percent women, Christian Science suggested
radical civic reform solutions based on an idealistic and pragmatic individualism. It attracted criticism from
traditional churches and from the medical establishment due to its rapid growth and to its reinstatement of
primitive Christianity's lost elements of physical healing and moral regeneration. "Prayers in Stone" spins out
the close connections between Christian Science church architecture and its social context. This architecture
served as a focal point for debates over the possibilities for a new twentieth-century urban architecture that
proponents believed would positively shape the behavior of citizens. Thus these buildings played a critical
role in discussions concerning religious and secular architecture as major elements of religious and social
reform. Drawing on a wide range of documentary evidence, including material from the archives of the
Mother Church in Boston, Paul Ivey uses Christian Science architecture to explore the social implications of
architectural styles and new building technologies, to illuminate class-based notions of civic reform and
beautification, and to investigate the use of architecture to bring about religious and social change. In
addition, the book explores complex gender issues, including early attempts to define a professional space
for women as Christian Science practitioners. Lavishly illustrated, "Prayers in Stone" focuses on four major
city arenas of Christian Science building-Boston, Chicago, New York, and the San Francisco Bay area to
demonstrate the vital intersection of architecture and religion at the so-called margins of American society.
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From reader reviews:

Ryan Mendoza:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of Prayers in Stone: Christian
Science Architecture in the United States, 1894-1930 book as nice and daily reading reserve. Why, because
this book is usually more than just a book.

Travis Wysocki:

The reason? Because this Prayers in Stone: Christian Science Architecture in the United States, 1894-1930 is
an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will zap you
with the secret this inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such
amazing way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the
meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to
regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of gains than the other book possess such as help improving
your skill and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were being you I
will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Diana Elliott:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Prayers in Stone: Christian Science
Architecture in the United States, 1894-1930 can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You
are thus out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity.
So what these books have than the others?

Marvin Ober:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book Prayers in Stone: Christian
Science Architecture in the United States, 1894-1930 to make your own reading is interesting. Your personal
skill of reading ability is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you
enjoy you just read it and mingle the opinion about book and examining especially. It is to be first opinion
for you to like to available a book and study it. Beside that the reserve Prayers in Stone: Christian Science
Architecture in the United States, 1894-1930 can to be your new friend when you're sense alone and confuse
using what must you're doing of these time.
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