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This study is the first of its kind: a street-level inside account of what Stalinism meant to the masses of
ordinary people who lived it. Stephen Kotkin was the first American in 45 years to be allowed into
Magnitogorsk, a city built in response to Stalin's decision to transform the predominantly agricultural nation
into a "country of metal." With unique access to previously untapped archives and interviews, Kotkin forges
a vivid and compelling account of the impact of industrialization on a single urban community.

Kotkin argues that Stalinism offered itself as an opportunity for enlightenment. The utopia it proffered,
socialism, would be a new civilization based on the repudiation of capitalism. The extent to which the
citizenry participated in this scheme and the relationship of the state's ambitions to the dreams of ordinary
people form the substance of this fascinating story. Kotkin tells it deftly, with a remarkable understanding of
the social and political system, as well as a keen instinct for the details of everyday life.

Kotkin depicts a whole range of life: from the blast furnace workers who labored in the enormous iron and
steel plant, to the families who struggled with the shortage of housing and services. Thematically organized
and closely focused, Magnetic Mountain signals the beginning of a new stage in the writing of Soviet social
history.
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From reader reviews:

Jessica Bradsher:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the guide untitled Magnetic Mountain: Stalinism as a Civilization can be
excellent book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Mary West:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer might be Magnetic Mountain: Stalinism as a Civilization why because the
great cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or
content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this
book.

Mary Molinari:

Beside that Magnetic Mountain: Stalinism as a Civilization in your phone, it could give you a way to get
closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from the
oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow community. It is good
thing to have Magnetic Mountain: Stalinism as a Civilization because this book offers to your account
readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh come
on, that will not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be
questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book in
addition to read it from now!

James McDonald:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is
named of book Magnetic Mountain: Stalinism as a Civilization. You can add your knowledge by it. Without
causing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most
significant that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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