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"'This book,' Michael Fried's work opens, 'was written not so much chapter by chapter as painting by
painting over a span of roughly ten years.' Courbet's Realism is a magnificent work and its very first sentence
brings us up against the qualities of mind of its author, qualities that make it as impressive as it is. It allows
us to reconstruct the keen eye, the commitment to perception, the gift of rapt concentration, the conviction
that great paintings are not necessarily understood easily, and the further conviction that a great painter
deserves to get from us as good as he gives. By drawing on these qualities, Fried achieves something out of
reach for all but a handful of his colleagues. In his writing, art history takes on some of the character of art
itself. It is driven by the same stubborn resolve to open our eyes."—Richard Wollheim, San Francisco
Review of Books

Courbet's Realism is clearly a major contribution to the highly active field of Courbet studies. . . . But to
contribute here and now is necessarily also to contribute to central debates about art history itself, and so the
book is also—I hesitate to say 'more importantly,' because of the way object and method are woven together
in it—a major contribution to current attempts to rethink the foundations and objects of art history. . . . It will
not be an easy book to come to terms with; for all its engagement with contemporary literary theory and
related developments, it is not an application of anything, and its deeply thought-through arguments will not
fall easily in line with the emerging shapes of the various 'new art histories' that tap many of the same
theoretical resources. At this moment, there may be nothing more valuable than such a work."—Stephen
Melville, Art History
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Rayes:

The book Courbet's Realism make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable
a lot more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with
your subject. If you can make studying a book Courbet's Realism to become your habit, you can get far more
advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects.
You may know everything if you like available and read a reserve Courbet's Realism. Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this book?

Deanna Stewart:

The reason why? Because this Courbet's Realism is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting
for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you with the secret it inside. Reading this book adjacent to it
was fantastic author who have write the book in such remarkable way makes the content on the inside easier
to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because
of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of
benefits than the other book have got such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking
method. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Aaron Jack:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. That Courbet's Realism can give you a lot of
buddies because by you investigating this one book you have thing that they don't and make an individual
more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer
you information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than different make you to be great
persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have Courbet's Realism.

Gilbert Pellerin:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also you
know that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something
by book. Different categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these
claims Courbet's Realism.
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