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Called “America’s playground,” Coney Island is a world-famous resort and national cultural symbol that has
inspired music, literature, and films. This groundbreaking book is the first to look at the site’s enduring status
as inspiration for artists throughout the ages, from its inception as an elite seaside resort in the mid-19th
century, to its evolution into an entertainment mecca for the masses, with the eventual closing of its iconic
amusement park, Astroland, in 2008 after decades of urban decline. How artists chose to portray Coney
Island between 1861 and 2008—in tableaux of wonder and menace, hope and despair, dreams and
nightmares—mirrored the aspirations and disappointments of the era.
 
This dazzling catalogue highlights more than 200 images from Coney Island’s history, including paintings,
drawings, photographs, prints, posters, film stills, architectural artifacts, and carousel animals. An
extraordinary array of artists is represented, from George Bellows, William Merritt Chase, Reginald Marsh,
and Joseph Stella to Diane Arbus, Jean-Michel Basquiat, Robert Frank, Red Grooms, Weegee, and Swoon.
Essays by prominent scholars analyze Coney Island through its imagery and ephemera as both a place and an
idea—one that reflected the collective soul of the nation. 
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From reader reviews:

Jessie Loudermilk:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means
that book has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book.
They can be reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the
person who don't like studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found
difficult problem or exercise. Well, probably you should have this Coney Island: Visions of an American
Dreamland, 1861–2008.

William Stone:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. As we know that book is very important for all of us. The book Coney Island: Visions of an
American Dreamland, 1861–2008 has been making you to know about other know-how and of course you
can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The e-book Coney Island: Visions of
an American Dreamland, 1861–2008 is not only giving you more new information but also to become your
friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your publication. Try to
make relationship together with the book Coney Island: Visions of an American Dreamland, 1861–2008.
You never really feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Pandora Rice:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story
or maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the data
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of them is this
Coney Island: Visions of an American Dreamland, 1861–2008.

Lawrence Shults:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book Coney Island: Visions of an American
Dreamland, 1861–2008 to make your personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading talent is
developing when you just like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to see it and
mingle the sensation about book and studying especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open up a
book and read it. Beside that the reserve Coney Island: Visions of an American Dreamland, 1861–2008 can
to be a newly purchased friend when you're experience alone and confuse with the information must you're



doing of the time.
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