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Technological choices depend on, and are part of, contests over political power, as the history of mass transit
vividly illustrates. From horse-drawn omnibuses to subwaysto light rail, this volume highlights the
technological and social struggles that have accompanied urbanization and the need for an efficient and cost-
effective means of transportation in cities.

Post depicts mass transit as a technology ?rather, as a technological system?that provided an essential
complement to industrialization, urbanization, and, ultimately, to the rise of consumer culture. He begins his
narrative with the omnibus and horsecar in the 1830s and takes it to the renaissance of urban mass transit at
the turn of the 21st century. Post focuses on innovations in the United States as well as worldwide
developments.

At the heart of the story is the streetcar, a conveyance that played a central role in the development of all
U.S. cities and towns. For generations of Americans, streetcars were essential to everyday life. Once
dominating the urban landscape in towns and cities throughout the United States, the streetcar has all but
disappeared. Post traces its evolution and demise, debunking the urban myth that the downfall of the electric
streetcar was directly attributable to the corporate malfeasance of General Motors and others from the
automotive world.

Post concludes with a meditation on the prospects for mass transit in a postmodern society that must face up
to the contradictions of privatized mobility and the reality of dwindling natural resources.
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From reader reviews:
Susan Arnold:

As peoplewho livein typically the modest era should be change about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the erathat is certainly always change and progress. Some of
you maybe can update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to you actually isyou don't know which you should start with. This Urban Mass Transit: The Life
Story of a Technology is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this
book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Randolph Dilworth:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Urban Mass Transit: The Life Story of a Technology book is readable by you who
hate those perfect word style. Y ou will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable examining
experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer
connected with Urban Mass Transit: The Life Story of a Technology content conveys prospect easily to
understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different such
asit. So, do you nevertheless thinking Urban Mass Transit: The Life Story of a Technology is not loveable
to be your top record reading book?

Ann McLemore:

This book untitled Urban Mass Transit: The Life Story of a Technology to be one of several booksin which
best seller in this year, here is because when you read this reserve you can get alot of benefit upon it. You
will easily to buy this specific book in the book shop or you can order it viaonline. The publisher on this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile
phone. So there is no reason for you to past this guide from your list.

JulieLong:

Areyou kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find
publication that need more time to be learn. Urban Mass Transit: The Life Story of a Technology can be your
answer given it can be read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.
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