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“I am learning the alchemy of grief—how it must be carefully measured and doled out, inflicted—but I have
not yet mastered this art,” writes Judith Ortiz Cofer in The Cruel Country. This richly textured, deeply
moving, lyrical memoir centers on Cofer’s return to her native Puerto Rico after her mother has been
diagnosed with late-stage lung cancer.

Cofer’s work has always drawn strength from her life’s contradictions and dualities, such as the necessities
and demands of both English and Spanish, her travels between and within various mainland and island
subcultures, and the challenges of being a Latina living in the U.S. South. Interlaced with these far-from-
common tensions are dualities we all share: our lives as both sacred and profane, our negotiation of both
child and adult roles, our desires to be the person who belongs and also the person who is different.

What we discover in The Cruel Country is how much Cofer has heretofore held back in her vivid and
compelling writing. This journey to her mother’s deathbed has released her to tell the truth within the truth.
She arrives at her mother’s bedside as a daughter overcome by grief, but she navigates this cruel country as a
writer—an acute observer of detail, a relentless and insistent questioner.
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From reader reviews:

Aaron Marks:

Here thing why this The Cruel Country are different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading a book
is good but it really depends in the content from it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. The
Cruel Country giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any publication out there
but there is no publication that similar with The Cruel Country. It gives you thrill reading through journey,
its open up your own personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is might be can be
happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your way home by
train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of The Cruel Country in
e-book can be your alternative.

Mindy Hicks:

The reason? Because this The Cruel Country is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for
you to snap the item but latter it will shock you with the secret it inside. Reading this book close to it was
fantastic author who have write the book in such awesome way makes the content within easier to
understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating
having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of positive aspects
than the other book have got such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking approach. So ,
still want to delay having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Robert Poulin:

This The Cruel Country is great reserve for you because the content which can be full of information for you
who all always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it
facts accurately using great manage word or we can state no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read
this hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but
difficult core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The Cruel Country in your hand like
keeping the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no e-book that offer
you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this e-book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading
book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt which?

Michael Slay:

Beside this The Cruel Country in your phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh in the oven so don't end
up being worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have The
Cruel Country because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you occasionally
have book but you would not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in your
hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques
you still want to miss the item? Find this book in addition to read it from at this point!
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