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Describes how writer Nagai Kaf? (1879–1959) used his experience of the West to reconcile modernization
and Japanese identity.

Nagai Kaf? (1879–1959) spent more time abroad than any other writer of his generation, firing the Japanese
imagination with his visions of America and France. Applying the theoretical framework of Occidentalism to
Japanese literature, Rachael Hutchinson explores Kaf?’s construction of the Western Other, an integral part
of his critique of Meiji civilization. Through contrast with the Western Other, Kaf? was able to solve the
dilemma that so plagued Japanese intellectuals—how to modernize and yet retain an authentic Japanese
identity in the modern world. Kaf?’s flexible positioning of imagined spaces like the “West” and the
“Orient” ultimately led him to a definition of the Japanese Self. Hutchinson analyzes the wide range of
Kaf?’s work, particularly those novels and stories reflecting Kaf?’s time in the West and the return to Japan,
most unknown to Western readers and a number unavailable in English, along with his better-known
depictions of Edo’s demimonde. Kaf?’s place in Japan’s intellectual history and his influence on other
writers are also discussed.

“…the book presents a freshly accentuated approach on Kaf?.” — Journal of Japanese Studies

“Hutchinson’s powerful contribution will take its place among the most important books published on Kaf?.
It stands apart because she expands on important issues in his writing, including Orientalism/Occidentalism,
identity, and social critique.” — Douglas N. Slaymaker, author of The Body in Postwar Japanese Fiction
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From reader reviews:

Bruce Brown:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider if those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Nagai Kafu's Occidentalism: Defining the Japanese
Self as your daily resource information.

Ruth Barnett:

The e-book untitled Nagai Kafu's Occidentalism: Defining the Japanese Self is the guide that recommended
to you to learn. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to an individual. The
language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a
lot of analysis when write the book, hence the information that they share to you personally is absolutely
accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Nagai Kafu's Occidentalism: Defining the Japanese Self
from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Pam Gray:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. On the list of books in the
top collection in your reading list is actually Nagai Kafu's Occidentalism: Defining the Japanese Self. This
book and that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in becoming precious person. By
looking way up and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Mildred McConkey:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
issue was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
So you know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand
that reading is very important and book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update with regards to something
by book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is
this Nagai Kafu's Occidentalism: Defining the Japanese Self.
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