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The international bestselling author of The Professor and the Madman and Krakatoa vividly brings to life
the 1906 San Francisco Earthquake that leveled a city symbolic of America's relentless western expansion.
Simon Winchester has also fashioned an enthralling and informative look at the tumultuous subterranean
world that produces earthquakes, the planet's most sudden and destructive force.

In the early morning hours of April 18, 1906, San Francisco and a string of other towns were overcome by an
earthquake registering 8.25 on the Richter scale, resulting from a rupture in the San Andreas fault. Lasting
little more than a minute, the earthquake wrecked 490 blocks, toppled a total of 25,000 buildings, broke open
gas mains, cut off electric power lines, and effectively destroyed the gold rush capital that had stood there for
a half century.

Winchester brings his inimitable storytelling abilities -- as well as his unique understanding of geology -- to
this extraordinary event, exploring not only what happened in northern California in 1906 but what we have
learned since about the geological underpinnings that caused the earthquake in the first place. A Crack in
the Edge of the World is the definitive account of the San Francisco earthquake and a fascinating
exploration of a legendary event that changed the way we look at the planet on which we live.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Nixon:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This A Crack in the Edge of the
World: America and the Great California Earthquake of 1906 is our recommendation to make you keep up
with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Deborah Knight:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this A Crack in the Edge of the World: America
and the Great California Earthquake of 1906 book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of
course the details in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Pamela Eckert:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving A Crack in the Edge of the World:
America and the Great California Earthquake of 1906 that give your entertainment preference will be
satisfied through reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity for
people to know world better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be claimed constantly
that reading behavior only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for
every you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you are able to pick A Crack in the Edge of
the World: America and the Great California Earthquake of 1906 become your starter.

Ann Walsh:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared
to can satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need more time to
be study. A Crack in the Edge of the World: America and the Great California Earthquake of 1906 can be
your answer given it can be read by you who have those short time problems.
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