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In 1829, David Walker, a free black born in Wilmington, North Carolina, wrote one of America's most
provocative political documents of the nineteenth century: An Appeal to the Colored Citizens of the World.
Decrying the savage and unchristian treatment blacks suffered in the United States, Walker challenged his
"afflicted and slumbering brethren" to rise up and cast off their chains. His innovative efforts to circulate this
pamphlet in the South outraged slaveholders, who eventually uncovered one of the boldest and most
extensive plans to empower slaves ever conceived in antebellum America. Though Walker died in 1830, the
Appeal remained a rallying point for many African Americans for years to come. In this ambitious book,
Peter Hinks combines social biography with textual analysis to provide a powerful new interpretation of
David Walker and his meaning for antebellum American history.

Little was formerly known about David Walker's life. Through painstaking research, Hinks has situated
Walker much more precisely in the world out of which he arose in early nineteenth-century coastal North
and South Carolina. He shows the likely impact of Wilmington's independent black Methodist church upon
Walker, the probable sources of his early education, and—most significant—the pivotal influence that
Denmark Vesey's Charleston had on his thinking about religion and resistance. Walker's years in Boston
from 1825, his mounting involvement with the Northern black reform movement, and the remarkable
underground network used to distribute the Appeal, all reconstructed here, testify to Walker's centrality in the
development of American abolitionism and antebellum black activism.

Hinks's thorough exegesis of the Appeal illuminates how this document was one of the most startling and
incisive indictments of American racism ever written. He shows how Walker labored to harness the
optimistic activism of evangelical Christianity and revolutionary republicanism to inspire African Americans
to a new sense of personal worth and to their capacity to challenge the ideology and institutions of white
supremacy. Yet the failure of Walker's bold and novel formulations to threaten American slavery and racism
proved how difficult, if not impossible, it was to orchestrate large-scale and effective slave resistance in
antebellum America. To Awaken My Afflicted Brethren fathoms for the first time this complex individual and
the ambiguous history surrounding him and his world.
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From reader reviews:

John King:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
aren't like that. This To Awaken My Afflicted Brethren: David Walker and the Problem of Antebellum Slave
Resistance book is readable simply by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the information
here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that
want to offer to you. The writer connected with To Awaken My Afflicted Brethren: David Walker and the
Problem of Antebellum Slave Resistance content conveys the thought easily to understand by lots of people.
The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different as it. So , do you nevertheless
thinking To Awaken My Afflicted Brethren: David Walker and the Problem of Antebellum Slave Resistance
is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Eldon Hall:

This book untitled To Awaken My Afflicted Brethren: David Walker and the Problem of Antebellum Slave
Resistance to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you
read this book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book
retail store or you can order it via online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to
you to past this publication from your list.

Thomas Heiden:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how
the personas do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When you read this To
Awaken My Afflicted Brethren: David Walker and the Problem of Antebellum Slave Resistance, it is
possible to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire
others, make them reading a guide.

Fred Musso:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you know
that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something by book.



Amount types of books that can you take to be your object. One of them are these claims To Awaken My
Afflicted Brethren: David Walker and the Problem of Antebellum Slave Resistance.
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