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Kansas City, 1929: Myrtle and Jack Bennett sit down with another couple for an evening of bridge. As the
game intensifies, Myrtle complains that Jack is a “bum bridge player.” For such insubordination, he slaps her
hard in front of their stunned guests and announces he is leaving. Moments later, sobbing, with a Colt .32
pistol
in hand, Myrtle fires four shots, killing her husband.

The Roaring 1920s inspired nationwide fads–flagpole sitting, marathon dancing, swimming-pool endurance
floating. But of all the mad games that cheered Americans between the wars, the least likely was contract
bridge. As the Barnum of the bridge craze, Ely Culbertson, a tuxedoed boulevardier with a Russian accent,
used mystique, brilliance, and a certain madness to transform bridge from a social pastime into a cultural
movement that made him rich and famous. In writings, in lectures, and on the radio, he used the Bennett
killing to dramatize bridge as the battle of the sexes. Indeed, Myrtle Bennett’s murder trial became a
sensation because it brought a beautiful housewife–and hints of her husband’s infidelity–from the bridge
table into the national spotlight. James A. Reed, Myrtle’s high-powered lawyer and onetime Democratic
presidential candidate, delivered soaring, tear-filled courtroom orations. As Reed waxed on about the
sanctity of womanhood, he was secretly conducting an extramarital romance with a feminist trailblazer who
lived next door.

To the public, bridge symbolized tossing aside the ideals of the Puritans–who referred derisively to playing
cards as “the Devil’s tickets”–and embracing the modern age. Ina time when such fearless women as Amelia
Earhart, Dorothy Parker, and Marlene Dietrich were exalted for their boldness, Culbertson positioned his
game as a challenge to all housebound women. At the bridge table, he insisted, a woman could be her
husband’s equal, and more. In the gathering darkness of the Depression, Culbertson leveraged his own
ballyhoo and naughty innuendo for all it was worth, maneuvering himself and his brilliant wife, Jo, his
favorite bridge partner, into a media spectacle dubbed the Bridge Battle of the Century.

Through these larger-than-life characters and the timeless partnership game they played, The Devil’s Tickets
captures a uniquely colorful age and a tension in marriage that is eternal.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Lucia Morrone:

The experience that you get from The Devil's Tickets: A Vengeful Wife, a Fatal Hand, and a New American
Age will be the more deep you looking the information that hide within the words the more you get
considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but The Devil's Tickets: A
Vengeful Wife, a Fatal Hand, and a New American Age giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer
conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood through anyone who read the item because the
author of this book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your vocabulary increase well. It is
therefore easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly
recommend you for having this kind of The Devil's Tickets: A Vengeful Wife, a Fatal Hand, and a New
American Age instantly.

Louise Schmidt:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information today can get by anyone with everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take The Devil's Tickets: A Vengeful Wife, a Fatal Hand, and a
New American Age as the daily resource information.

Randall Barbee:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Devil's Tickets: A Vengeful Wife, a Fatal
Hand, and a New American Age was bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that
book The Devil's Tickets: A Vengeful Wife, a Fatal Hand, and a New American Age has many kinds or
style. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and feel
that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it can make you
feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading that.

Luther Keller:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update of
news. With this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just in search of the The Devil's Tickets: A Vengeful Wife, a Fatal Hand, and a New American
Age when you required it?
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