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The Italian statesman and political theorist Niccolò Machiavelli, well known as the author of The Prince,
wrote not only grave, cold-blooded political tracts but also comedies, poems, fables, and letters that are
seemingly lighthearted. What are we to make of the two extremes in Machiavelli's writings? This volume
brings together outstanding scholars in the fields of literature, political science, and history to explore the
meanings of Machiavelli's literary works, the light as well as the dark. Contemplating the comic and tragic in
Machiavelli, the contributors offer new perspectives on his obsessions, intentions, and capabilities and reveal
through sometimes opposing visions of their subject much about his political-historical treatises as well. The
nine essays in the book consider nearly all of Machiavelli's literary and dramatic works, including the lively
and ribald comedy Mandragola, the comic play Clizia, the ambivalent poem "The Ass," the symbolic
Florentine Histories, and Machiavelli's fascinating correspondence. The contributors to the volume-among
them Harvey C. Mansfield, Arlene W. Saxonhouse, Franco Fido, and Ronald L. Martinez-do not always
resolve their opposing visions of the essentially tragic or comic Machiavelli, yet none contests the weight of
his insights into the world and especially into the actors on the great stage of politics.
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From reader reviews:

Benny Joiner:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? All people has many questions above. They have to answer that question because just their
can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from
on kindergarten until university need that The Comedy and Tragedy of Machiavelli: Essays on the Literary
Works to read.

Harold Cole:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know which you should start with. This The Comedy and Tragedy of Machiavelli:
Essays on the Literary Works is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because
book serves what you want and want in this era.

Marissa Wegener:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with
their family, or their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you
want to try look for book, may be the reserve untitled The Comedy and Tragedy of Machiavelli: Essays on
the Literary Works can be good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Hoyt Knapp:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you can have
the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Comedy and Tragedy of
Machiavelli: Essays on the Literary Works which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
find.
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