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Barbara W. Tuchman—the acclaimed author of the Pulitzer Prize–winning classic The Guns of
August—once again marshals her gift for character, history, and sparkling prose to compose an
astonishing portrait of medieval Europe.
 
The fourteenth century reflects two contradictory images: on the one hand, a glittering age of crusades,
cathedrals, and chivalry; on the other, a world plunged into chaos and spiritual agony. In this revelatory
work, Barbara W. Tuchman examines not only the great rhythms of history but the grain and texture of
domestic life: what childhood was like; what marriage meant; how money, taxes, and war dominated the
lives of serf, noble, and clergy alike. Granting her subjects their loyalties, treacheries, and guilty passions,
Tuchman re-creates the lives of proud cardinals, university scholars, grocers and clerks, saints and mystics,
lawyers and mercenaries, and, dominating all, the knight—in all his valor and “furious follies,” a “terrible
worm in an iron cocoon.”
 
Praise for A Distant Mirror
 
“Beautifully written, careful and thorough in its scholarship . . . What Ms. Tuchman does superbly is to tell
how it was. . . . No one has ever done this better.”—The New York Review of Books
 
“A beautiful, extraordinary book . . . Tuchman at the top of her powers . . . She has done nothing
finer.”—The Wall Street Journal
 
“Wise, witty, and wonderful . . . a great book, in a great historical tradition.”—Commentary
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From reader reviews:

Linnie Martinez:

The book A Distant Mirror: The Calamitous 14th Century can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the good thing like a book A Distant
Mirror: The Calamitous 14th Century? A few of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that
will book can give many data for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book.
Knowledge or data that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you are able to share all of
these. Book A Distant Mirror: The Calamitous 14th Century has simple shape however, you know: it has
great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open up and read a book. So it is
very wonderful.

Melissa Jackson:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of ways
to share the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this A Distant
Mirror: The Calamitous 14th Century, you are able to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about
yours book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a book.

Lee Parkin:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition info. Even you love A Distant Mirror: The Calamitous 14th Century, you may
enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously
its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Melanie Young:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This A Distant Mirror: The Calamitous
14th Century can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are consequently out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
guides have than the others?
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