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While living in West Africa in the 1970s, John Chernoff recorded the stories of "Hawa," a spirited and
brilliant but uneducated woman whose insistence on being respected and treated fairly propelled her,
ironically, into a life of marginality and luck as an "ashawo," or bar girl. Rejecting traditional marriage
options and cut off from family support, she is like many women in Africa who come to depend on the help
they receive from one another, from boyfriends, and from the men they meet in bars and
nightclubs. Refusing to see herself as a victim, Hawa embraces the freedom her lifestyle permits and seeks
the broadest experience available to her.

In Exchange Is Not Robbery and its predecessor, Hustling Is Not Stealing, a chronicle of exploitation is
transformed by verbal art into an ebullient comedy.  In Hustling Is Not Stealing, Hawa is a playful warrior
struggling against circumstances in Ghana and Togo. In Exchange Is Not Robbery, Hawa returns to her
native Burkina Faso, where she achieves greater control over her life but faces new difficulties. As a woman
making sacrifices to live independently, Hawa sees her own situation become more complex as she confronts
an atmosphere in Burkina Faso that is in some ways more challenging than the one she left behind, and the
moral ambiguities of her life begin to intensify.

Combining elements of folklore and memoir, Hawa's stories portray the diverse social landscape of West
Africa. Individually the anecdotes can be funny, shocking, or poignant; assembled together they offer a
sweeping critical and satirical vision.
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From reader reviews:

Arthur Elsberry:

Here thing why that Exchange Is Not Robbery: More Stories of an African Bar Girl are different and
reputable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good however it depends in the content of the usb ports
which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Exchange Is Not Robbery: More Stories of an African Bar Girl
giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no book
that similar with Exchange Is Not Robbery: More Stories of an African Bar Girl. It gives you thrill reading
journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is possibly can be
happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your means
home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Exchange
Is Not Robbery: More Stories of an African Bar Girl in e-book can be your alternative.

Kimberly Gonzalez:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look different you can read some
sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all
day every day to reading a publication. The book Exchange Is Not Robbery: More Stories of an African Bar
Girl it is very good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These were enjoying
reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy often the e-book.
You can m0ore simply to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this
book has high quality.

Sharon Brogdon:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Exchange Is Not Robbery: More Stories of an African Bar Girl your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind friends.
Imaging each word written in a reserve then become one form conclusion and explanation that maybe you
never get ahead of. The Exchange Is Not Robbery: More Stories of an African Bar Girl giving you one more
experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful details for your better life in this era.
So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will probably be pleased when
you are finished studying it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time
activity?

John Stewart:

This Exchange Is Not Robbery: More Stories of an African Bar Girl is great publication for you because the
content which can be full of information for you who always deal with world and have to make decision



every minute. That book reveal it data accurately using great manage word or we can claim no rambling
sentences included. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it
only will give you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with splendid delivering sentences.
Having Exchange Is Not Robbery: More Stories of an African Bar Girl in your hand like getting the world in
your arm, info in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world throughout ten
or fifteen small right but this guide already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hello Mr. and
Mrs. busy do you still doubt that will?
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