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In Before Shaughnessy: Basic Writing at Yale and Harvard, 1920–1960, Kelly Ritter uses materials from the
archives at Harvard and Yale and contemporary theories of writing instruction to reconsider the definition of
basic writing and basic writers within a socio-historical context. Ritter challenges the association of basic
writing with only poorly funded institutions and poorly prepared students.

Using Yale and Harvard as two sample case studies, Ritter shows that basic writing courses were alive and
well, even in the Ivy League, in the early twentieth century.  She argues not only that basic writers exist
across institutional types and diverse student populations, but that the prevalence of these writers has existed
far more historically than we generally acknowledge.

Uncovering this forgotten history of basic writing at elite institutions, Ritter contends that the politics and
problems of the identification and the definition of basic writers and basic writing began long before the
work of Mina Shaughnessy in Errors and Expectations and the rise of open admissions. Indeed, she
illustrates how the problems and politics have been with us since the advent of English A at Harvard and the
heightened consumer-based policies that resulted in the new admissions criteria of the early twentieth-
century American university. In order to recognize this long-standing reality of basic writing, we must now
reconsider whether the nearly standardized, nationalized definition of “basic” is any longer a beneficial one
for the positive growth and democratic development of our first-year writing programs and students.
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From reader reviews:

Marcy Ontiveros:

Within other case, little persons like to read book Before Shaughnessy: Basic Writing at Yale and Harvard,
1920-1960 (Cccc Studies in Writing and Rhetoric). You can choose the best book if you want reading a
book. Given that we know about how is important the book Before Shaughnessy: Basic Writing at Yale and
Harvard, 1920-1960 (Cccc Studies in Writing and Rhetoric). You can add information and of course you can
around the world by the book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can know everything! From
your country until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you may
know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You
should use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's read.

Jacob King:

The book Before Shaughnessy: Basic Writing at Yale and Harvard, 1920-1960 (Cccc Studies in Writing and
Rhetoric) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable more
increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem using your subject.
If you can make looking at a book Before Shaughnessy: Basic Writing at Yale and Harvard, 1920-1960
(Cccc Studies in Writing and Rhetoric) to become your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add
your own capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You could know everything if you
like wide open and read a guide Before Shaughnessy: Basic Writing at Yale and Harvard, 1920-1960 (Cccc
Studies in Writing and Rhetoric). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or
others. So , how do you think about this book?

Benjamin Aldridge:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all
people in the world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above.
Every person has diverse personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something
that they don't need do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Before Shaughnessy:
Basic Writing at Yale and Harvard, 1920-1960 (Cccc Studies in Writing and Rhetoric). All type of book
would you see on many methods. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Lewis Shafer:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free time? What did
you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question since just their can do
that will. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on
guardería until university need this Before Shaughnessy: Basic Writing at Yale and Harvard, 1920-1960



(Cccc Studies in Writing and Rhetoric) to read.
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