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       With their gregarious natures and casual styles, American GIs in wartime England were instantly
attractive to British women—especially in the absence of their fighting men. As a result, some seventy
thousand British war brides returned to the United States—with many on the home front at first suspecting
that the GIs were somehow being exploited.

            The war brides’ stories have been told in memoirs, romantic novels, and immigration history. Barbara
Friedman sheds new light on their experiences by focusing on media representations of sexuality and
marriage in wartime, showing how mass media interpretations turned from public suspicion of war brides to
popular acceptance.

            Friedman tells how British media first insisted that GIs had come to fight, not to woo the locals, and
shrugged off the first brides as an “American problem.” Yet, as Friedman shows, the British media were
complicit in encouraging the relationships in the first place: the British press promoted a hospitality program
that deemed the entertainment of American troops “patriotic duty,” while women’s magazines hailed
American men as ideal husbands and the United States as a promised land.

From the American perspective, Friedman reveals, despite rules against foreign marriages, the U.S. Army
encouraged GI-civilian fraternization through armed service publications, attitudes toward GI sexuality, and
participation in the hospitality program. Armed service publications went from depicting British women as
“frowsy dames” to honoring them as models of domesticity, while newspapers back home eventually
legitimized the marriages by casting the brides as welcome additions to American society. Meanwhile,
American women’s magazines viewed them as more similar to than different from their American
counterparts and called on readers to help British brides master American homemaking.

            By combining letters and diaries of brides with published accounts, Friedman identifies accuracies
and inaccuracies in the media record as well as gaps in coverage. She considers how the brides saw
themselves compared to their media images and shows how the media co-opted brides as symbols of the
Anglo-American “special friendship,” postwar power imbalance, and gendered ideals of marriage and
domestication.

            From the Battlefront to the Bridal Suite is the untold story of overlooked participants in the most
celebrated drama of the twentieth century—women whose lives were shaped profoundly by a war that was
more than just a male enterprise. It shows the power of the press in the most unlikely matters and suggests a
broader definition of the wartime experience.
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From reader reviews:

Darron Hiller:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or their
very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic from
the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to consider look for
book, may be the e-book untitled From the Battlefront to the Bridal Suite: Media Coverage of British War
Brides, 1942-1946 can be good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Bruce Herrera:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer can be From the Battlefront to the Bridal Suite: Media Coverage of
British War Brides, 1942-1946 why because the amazing cover that make you consider about the content
will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Mark York:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of several
books in the top checklist in your reading list is definitely From the Battlefront to the Bridal Suite: Media
Coverage of British War Brides, 1942-1946. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you
closer in turning into precious person. By looking upward and review this book you can get many
advantages.

Edward Davidson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know that
little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning something by book. Different categories
of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these claims From the Battlefront to
the Bridal Suite: Media Coverage of British War Brides, 1942-1946.
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