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In this compelling new work, Jaroslaw Kupczak, O.P., presents a complete introduction to John Paul II's
theory of the human person. Both enlightening and accessible, the book traces the development of Karol
Wojtyla's theology from his earlier and lesser-known writings?The Habilitation Thesis and Lublin
Lectures?to his more popular writings?Love and Responsibility and The Acting Person. The author finds that
Wojtyla is a remarkably consistent thinker. Unlike many of his contemporaries, his thought has never
undergone any intellectual revolution or change. His earlier writings thus make possible a fuller appreciation
of the more popular texts and Papal encyclicals.

Throughout the entire book, the author patiently guides the reader through the complexity of Wojtyla's
thought. Kupczak presents analytical commentary of Wojtyla's key philosophical texts, most of which are
still not available in English. Given his access to the original Polish texts, he provides a missing link between
the moral teaching of John Paul II and the early stages of his intellectual career.

Kupczak carefully examines the main sources of Wojtyla's moral theory: the mystical theology of St. John of
the Cross, the thought of St. Thomas Aquinas, and modern phenomenology, especially that of Max Scheler.
Among the key anthropological concepts presented and analyzed are: ethical values and human freedom, the
relation between freedom and truth, the conscience and consciousness, the human body, and the process of
human cognition.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:

Jaroslaw Kupczak, O.P., is rector and professor of theology at the Dominican House of Studies in Cracow,
Poland. He has written numerous articles popularizing the philosophy and theology of Karol Wojtyla.

PRAISE FOR THE BOOK:

"A comprehensive study of the origins of Karol Wojtyla/John Paul II's philosophical anthropology. . . . This
work as a whole is a marvelously detailed philosophical handbook of history and terminology that cuts a
scenic path through the seminal thought of Pope John Paul II. It is particularly valuable to the English/non-
Polish-speaking world, as most of the early works of this formidable figure are only available in Polish.
Kupczak's philosophical mastery and painstaking scholarship combine to make this book an invaluable
resource. . . . In Wojtyla, and Kupczak's illumination of him, we have an intelligent and articulate exposition
of what will be perhaps the most successful response to the mid-century crisis of the understanding of the
human person. . . . This work represents the first comprehensive philosophical treatment of Karol Wojtyla's
early work that is focused on freedom and efficient causality for the English-speaking world with special



attention to the continuity between early philosophical benchmarks and later papal encyclicals. Since one of
Kupczak's overarching themes is the intellectual consistency of his subject, Wojtyla's earliest intellectual
formation and rapid maturity are thus thrust into the forefront. . . . For all those interested in the genius of
John Paul II, Jaroslaw Kupczak is a name to watch for, in Polish, English, or any other language in which he
chooses to write."?Jean C. Butler, The Thomist

"The single most accessible exposition of what Karol Wojtyla means by phenomenology and how he came to
form his views on related questions. . . ."?Michael Novak, American Enterprise Institute for Public Policy
Research

"Destined for Liberty takes the reader into the heart of Karol Wojtyla's Christian humanism, the answer Pope
John Paul II has proposed to the crisis of world civilization at the turn of the millennium. We are made for a
destiny greater than we imagine, John Paul suggests; there is no better guide to exploring the intellectual
sources of that claim than Father Jaroslaw Kupczak."?George Weigel, Ethics and Public Poli
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From reader reviews:

Michael Cooke:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book Destined for Liberty: The Human Person in the Philosophy
of Karol Wojtyla/John Paul II. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. So long as we
know about how is important the book Destined for Liberty: The Human Person in the Philosophy of Karol
Wojtyla/John Paul II. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by way of a book.
Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can learn everything! From your country till foreign or
abroad you will find yourself known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you could know that. In this
era, we could open a book or perhaps searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You may use it when
you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's learn.

Thomas Depew:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the world,
what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person has various
personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't wish do that. You
must know how great and important the book Destined for Liberty: The Human Person in the Philosophy of
Karol Wojtyla/John Paul II. All type of book can you see on many sources. You can look for the internet
resources or other social media.

James Jean:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book,
and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book
that recommended for your requirements is Destined for Liberty: The Human Person in the Philosophy of
Karol Wojtyla/John Paul II this e-book consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now.
This book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer value to
explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That is
why this book suitable all of you.

Jean McFerren:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but additionally novel and Destined for Liberty: The Human Person in the
Philosophy of Karol Wojtyla/John Paul II or even others sources were given information for you. After you
know how the truly great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science publication was created for
teacher or students especially. Those guides are helping them to bring their knowledge. In some other case,



beside science reserve, any other book likes Destined for Liberty: The Human Person in the Philosophy of
Karol Wojtyla/John Paul II to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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