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The stories of vibrant eastern European Jewish communities in the Appalachian coalfields

 

Coalfield Jews explores the intersection of two simultaneous historic events: central Appalachia’s

transformative coal boom (1880s-1920), and the mass migration of eastern European Jews to America.

Traveling to southern West Virginia, eastern Kentucky, and southwestern Virginia to investigate the coal

boom’s opportunities, some Jewish immigrants found success as retailers and established numerous small

but flourishing Jewish communities.

Deborah R. Weiner’s Coalfield Jews provides the first extended study of Jews in Appalachia, exploring

where they settled, how they made their place within a surprisingly receptive dominant culture, how they

competed with coal company stores, interacted with their non-Jewish neighbors, and maintained a strong

Jewish identity deep in the heart of the Appalachian mountains. To tell this story, Weiner draws on a wide

range of primary sources in social, cultural, religious, labor, economic, and regional history.  She also

includes moving personal statements, from oral histories as well as archival sources, to create a holistic

portrayal of Jewish life that will challenge commonly held views of Appalachia as well as the American

Jewish experience.
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From reader reviews:

Mildred Wright:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended for your requirements is COALFIELD JEWS: An Appalachian History this reserve consist a
lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This book was represented how do the world has
grown up. The dialect styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The particular
writer made some research when he makes this book. That's why this book acceptable all of you.

Fern Barron:

You can get this COALFIELD JEWS: An Appalachian History by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just
viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this
reserve are various. Not only by written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by simply e-
book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to
arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Benedict Wilkerson:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or to make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with
can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this COALFIELD JEWS: An Appalachian History can make you really feel more
interested to read.

Lisa Mercado:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book COALFIELD JEWS: An Appalachian
History to make your current reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading skill is developing when
you like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the opinion about
book and examining especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to wide open a book and study it.
Beside that the book COALFIELD JEWS: An Appalachian History can to be your brand new friend when
you're experience alone and confuse with what must you're doing of their time.
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