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Although writers on film music frequently allude to specific parts of scores, comprehensive examinations of
entire scores are rare. In addition, most analyses of scores composed for the screen are discussed outside
their cinematic context. To best understand the role music plays in the production of a motion picture,
however, it benefits the viewer to consider all of the elements that comprise the film experience. In The
Synergy of Film and Music: Sight and Sound in Five Hollywood Films, Peter Rothbart considers the aural
and visual aspects of five representative films: West Side Story, Psycho, Empire of the Sun, Altered States,
and American Beauty. For each film, the author demonstrates how a variety of elements work together to
create a singular experience.

After reviewing the various roles that music can serve in a film, as well as providing an overview of the film
scoring process, Rothbart looks at each film, examining them one musical cue at a time, so the reader can
watch the film while reading about each cue. In these analyses, timecode markings from commercial DVDs
are provided in the margins alongside the text, which allow the reader to correlate the on-screen drama to the
second. Rothbart explains how music is used in a specific cue and why the decision was made to use that
particular musical idea at that moment. Consequently, film music aficionados—as well as students and
composers of film music—can gain real-world perspective of how music is used in conjunction with other
elements. In this way, the author raises awareness of music’s relationship to virtually every other aspect of
cinema—dialogue, sound effects, costuming, set design, and cinematography—to deepen the viewer’s
experience.

Written in a deliberately nontechnical way, this book is intended for anyone interested in film to easily
follow along. At the same time, the information can benefit professional filmmakers or composers because
they can see with great detail how each cue unfolds along with all of the visual elements of the film. This
unique analysis makes The Synergy of Film and Music a fascinating and instructive volume that both casual
viewers and students of cinema will appreciate.
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From reader reviews:

Reginald Hunter:

This book untitled The Synergy of Film and Music: Sight and Sound in Five Hollywood Films to be one of
several books in which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this book you can get a lot of
benefit in it. You will easily to buy this book in the book store or you can order it through online. The
publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book
in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this e-book from your list.

Ruth Michel:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this The Synergy of Film and Music: Sight
and Sound in Five Hollywood Films guide written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make
book which can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written within good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still doubt The Synergy of
Film and Music: Sight and Sound in Five Hollywood Films as good book not only by the cover but also
through the content. This is one reserve that can break don't judge book by its protect, so do you still needing
one more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why
you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Michael Kruger:

The book untitled The Synergy of Film and Music: Sight and Sound in Five Hollywood Films contain a lot
of information on it. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy way. The language is very easy to
understand all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read this. The book was published by
famous author. The author brings you in the new age of literary works. You can easily read this book
because you can read more your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book with anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice
examine.

John Minnis:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this book. This The Synergy of Film and Music: Sight
and Sound in Five Hollywood Films is simple bringing you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train
in addition to soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the
particular e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone.
Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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