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Louis E. Fenech offers a compelling new examination of one of the only Persian compositions attributed to
the tenth Sikh Guru, Guru Gobind Singh (1666-1708): the Zafar-namah or 'Epistle of Victory.' Written as a
masnavi, a Persian poem, this letter was originally sent to the Mughal emperor Aurangzeb (d. 1707) rebuking
his most unbecoming conduct. Incredibly, Guru Gobind Singh's letter is included today within the Sikh
canon, one of only a very small handful of Persian-language texts granted the status of Sikh scripture. As
such, its contents are sung on special Sikh occasions. Perhaps equally surprising is the fact that the letter
appears in the tenth Guru's book or the Dasam Granth in the standard Gurmukhi script (in which Punjabi is
written) but retains its original Persian language, a vernacular few Sikhs know.

Drawing out the letter's direct and subtle references to the Iranian national epic, the Shah-namah, and to
Shaikh Sa'di's thirteenth-century Bustan, Fenech demonstrates how this letter served as a form of Indo-
Islamic verbal warfare, ensuring the tenth Guru's moral and symbolic victory over the legendary and
powerful Mughal empire. Through analysis of the Zafar-namah, Fenech resurrects an essential and intriguing
component of the Sikh tradition: its Islamicate aspect.
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From reader reviews:

Jeremy Scott:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
The Sikh Zafar-namah of Guru Gobind Singh: A Discursive Blade in the Heart of the Mughal Empire, you
could tells your family, friends along with soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make
them reading a book.

Amanda Mathis:

Typically the book The Sikh Zafar-namah of Guru Gobind Singh: A Discursive Blade in the Heart of the
Mughal Empire has a lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The
book was written by the very famous author. Tom makes some research prior to write this book. This
particular book very easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this book.

Harry Nelson:

Beside this particular The Sikh Zafar-namah of Guru Gobind Singh: A Discursive Blade in the Heart of the
Mughal Empire in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts.
The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh in the oven so don't become worry if you feel
like an outdated people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have The Sikh Zafar-namah of Guru
Gobind Singh: A Discursive Blade in the Heart of the Mughal Empire because this book offers to you
personally readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you don't get what it's all about. Oh
come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be
questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book
in addition to read it from at this point!

Jeremy Windham:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as well as
to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Sikh Zafar-namah of Guru Gobind Singh: A Discursive Blade



in the Heart of the Mughal Empire can make you experience more interested to read.
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