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"Joe Wilder set the table. His struggles made it easier for me and many others."--From the Foreword by
Wynton Marsalis

 

Trumpeter Joe Wilder is distinguished for his achievements in both the jazz and classical worlds. He was a
founding member of the Symphony of the New World, where he played first trumpet, and he performed as
lead trumpet and soloist with Lionel Hampton, Jimmy Lunceford, Dizzy Gillespie, and Count Basie.  Yet
Wilder is also known as a pioneer who broke down racial barriers, the first African American to hold a
principal chair in a Broadway show orchestra, and one of the first African Americans to join a network
studio orchestra. 

 

In Softly, with Feeling, Edward Berger tells Wilder's remarkable story-from his growing up in working-class
Philadelphia to becoming one of the first 1,000 black Marines during World War II-with tremendous feeling
and extensive reminiscences by Wilder and his colleagues, including renowned Philadelphia-area musicians
Jimmy Heath and Buddy DeFranco.  Berger also places Wilder's experiences within a broader context of
American musical and social history.

 

Wilder's modesty and ability to perform in many musical genres may have prevented him from achieving
popular recognition, but in Softly, with Feeling, his legacy and contributions to music and culture are
assured. 
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From reader reviews:

Clarence Lowery:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they have because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem as well as exercise.
Well, probably you will require this Softly, With Feeling: Joe Wilder and the Breaking of Barriers in
American Music.

Dawn Dustin:

The book untitled Softly, With Feeling: Joe Wilder and the Breaking of Barriers in American Music is the e-
book that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown
to an individual. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The
article author was did a lot of research when write the book, and so the information that they share to your
account is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Softly, With Feeling: Joe Wilder
and the Breaking of Barriers in American Music from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Angela Kiefer:

The book with title Softly, With Feeling: Joe Wilder and the Breaking of Barriers in American Music
includes a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This
specific book exist new expertise the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the
world right now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. That book will
bring you in new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the
item anywhere you want.

Ethel Orr:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get lots
of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity
have you got when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the
particular book you have read will be Softly, With Feeling: Joe Wilder and the Breaking of Barriers in
American Music.
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