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When Henry David Thoreau went for his daily walk, he would consult his instincts on which direction to
follow. More often than not his inner compass pointed west or southwest. "The future lies that way to me,"
he explained, "and the earth seems more unexhausted and richer on that side." In his own imaginative way,
Thoreau was imitating the countless young pioneers, prospectors, and entrepreneurs who were zealously
following Horace Greeley's famous advice to "go west." Yet while the epic chapter in American history
opened by these adventurous men and women is filled with stories of frontier hardship, we rarely think of
one of their greatest problems--the lack of water resources. And the same difficulty that made life so
troublesome for early settlers remains one of the most pressing concerns in the western states of the late-
twentieth century.

The American West, blessed with an abundance of earth and sky but cursed with a scarcity of life's most
fundamental need, has long dreamed of harnessing all its rivers to produce unlimited wealth and power. In
Rivers of Empire, award-winning historian Donald Worster tells the story of this dream and its outcome. He
shows how, beginning in the mid-nineteenth century, Mormons were the first attempting to make that dream
a reality, damming and diverting rivers to irrigate their land. He follows this intriguing history through the
1930s, when the federal government built hundreds of dams on every major western river, thereby laying the
foundation for the cities and farms, money and power of today's West. Yet while these cities have become
paradigms of modern American urban centers, and the farms successful high-tech enterprises, Worster
reminds us that the costs have been extremely high. Along with the wealth has come massive ecological
damage, a redistribution of power to bureaucratic and economic elites, and a class conflict still on the
upswing. As a result, the future of this "hydraulic West" is increasingly uncertain, as water continues to be a
scarce resource, inadequate to the demand, and declining in quality.

Rivers of Empire represents a radically new vision of the American West and its historical significance.
Showing how ecological change is inextricably intertwined with social evolution, and reevaluating the old
mythic and celebratory approach to the development of the West, Worster offers the most probing, critical
analysis of the region to date. He shows how the vast region encompassing our western states, while founded
essentially as colonies, have since become the true seat of the American "Empire." How this imperial West
rose out of desert, how it altered the course of nature there, and what it has meant for Thoreau's (and our
own) mythic search for freedom and the American Dream, are the central themes of this eloquent and
thought-provoking story--a story that begins and ends with water.
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From reader reviews:

Chris Moore:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new information. When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of many ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Rivers of Empire: Water, Aridity, and the Growth of the American West, it is possible to tells your family,
friends and also soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a
book.

Donna Hubbard:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or even
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and soul
or real their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to right
now there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition
to can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Rivers of Empire: Water, Aridity, and the Growth of the American West can
make you truly feel more interested to read.

Rocky Melvin:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning
something by book. Amount types of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are
these claims Rivers of Empire: Water, Aridity, and the Growth of the American West.

Harvey Sanchez:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of news. On this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social just like
newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in search
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