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“It takes true brilliance to lift the arid tellings of lexicographic fussing into the readable realm of the thriller
and the bodice-ripper….David Skinner has done precisely this, taking a fine story and honing it to popular
perfection.”
—Simon Winchester, New York Times bestselling author of The Professor and the Madman

The Story of Ain’t by David Skinner is the captivating true chronicle of the creation of Merriam Webster’s
Third New International Dictionary in 1961, the most controversial dictionary ever published. Skinner’s
surprising and engaging, erudite and witty account will enthrall fans of Winchester’s The Professor and the
Madman and The Meaning of Everything, and The Know-It-All by A.J. Jacobs, as it explores a culture in
transition and the brilliant, colorful individuals behind it. The Story of Ain’t is a smart, often outrageous, and
altogether remarkable tale of how egos, infighting, and controversy shaped one of America’s most
authoritative language texts, sparking a furious language debate that the late, great author David Foster
Wallace (Infinite Jest) once called “the Fort Sumter of the Usage Wars.” 
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From reader reviews:

Augustine Klotz:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book whenever they found difficult
problem as well as exercise. Well, probably you will need this The Story of Ain't: America, Its Language,
and the Most Controversial Dictionary Ever Published.

Mindy Marcotte:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This The Story of Ain't: America, Its Language, and the Most Controversial
Dictionary Ever Published book is readable by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the
information here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving actually decrease the
knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer regarding The Story of Ain't: America, Its Language, and
the Most Controversial Dictionary Ever Published content conveys thinking easily to understand by many
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different available as it. So ,
do you still thinking The Story of Ain't: America, Its Language, and the Most Controversial Dictionary Ever
Published is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Manuel Arndt:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled The
Story of Ain't: America, Its Language, and the Most Controversial Dictionary Ever Published the mind will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can be
your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a book then become one contact form
conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get ahead of. The The Story of Ain't: America, Its
Language, and the Most Controversial Dictionary Ever Published giving you yet another experience more
than blown away your brain but also giving you useful info for your better life in this particular era. So now
let us show you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished
examining it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

William McDowell:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real
their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring along with can't



see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As
we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Story of Ain't: America, Its Language, and the Most Controversial
Dictionary Ever Published can make you experience more interested to read.
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