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Looking at a map of the world, it is hard not be struck by the arc of instability and conflict that has gripped
the Islamic world, in sharp contrast to what is happening in the rest of the world, where the ideological and
ethnic conflicts of the twentieth century have given way to a period of relative stability and growth.
Furthermore, the violence that has gripped the Islamic world has diverted attention from what is arguably an
even greater problem – the abject failure, in many of these countries, of governments to provide basic
infrastructure for their citizens, and the prevalent economic stagnation that provides no opportunity for
advancement except to the well-connected few, within systems that are hopelessly corrupt. The
industrialization and consequent increase in human productivity that began in the eighteenth century in the
west, and then moved out in the last century to other regions of the world, appears to have passed over the
Muslim world, a substantial portion of which therefore faces a double punch of ideological conflict
combined with economic backwardness.
Why have so many of these societies become so sadistically and senselessly violent? What is the source of
this instability and conflict? Is it just an extremist fringe, or is it simply the most prominent part of a larger
and more fundamental problem? Why did it start, what is keeping it going, and how can it be resolved? How
did a religion that provided a framework for stability and advancement at one time get so misinterpreted and
perverted? Even where there are no serious conflicts, why is it that Muslim countries seem incapable of
achieving economic growth of the kind that has happened in the last few decades in Asia? Finally, what are
the solutions? What should Muslim countries be doing in order to escape from this debilitating combination
of instability and economic stagnation?
The reaction of many Muslims, when confronted with the problems in their midst, is to blame outside
agencies and actors, whose baleful influence has somehow kept Muslims backwards for some nefarious
purpose. The solution, it is further argued, is for Muslims to revive the united Islamic world that existed once
upon a time, ruled by one Caliph, so that Muslims can regain the dominance that existed in the past. In the
minds of many Muslims, the solutions therefore lie in the past; if Muslims could only bring back the
Caliphate, everything would go back to normal.
The first part of this book therefore provides an overview of these exterior agencies or factors, whose
actions, we are told, have led Muslims to their current predicament. It is argued that these agencies, though
they may have contributed to the current situation, are not the root of the problem; they are at worst the
effects, not the cause. The next part of this book then shifts its focus to the Caliphate, arguing that, for most
of its history, the Caliphate has not only been a dismal failure, it came complete with a fundamental problem
at its heart, which not only doomed it right from the start, but also makes it impractical as an institution for
resolving the problems that the Muslim world faces today.
The third part of the book starts addressing and analyzing the real root of the problem. This portion of the
book is more disjointed and almost vignette-like in its approach as compared to the previous part, because
the root can only be elucidated and explained by approaching its many facets from different directions in
order to get a feel for the whole. The concluding chapter of this part serves to bring all these facets together,
and sets the stage for the last part, which puts forward a framework for the solution to the crisis. As the
solution offered is one of pragmatism combined with an emphasis on economic development, this last and
longest part of the book needs to carefully lay the groundwork for what is being proposed, because it has to
be justified and defended as a solution.
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From reader reviews:

James Dickens:

This Crescent Of Fire: Why The Islamic World Is Ablaze, And What We Can Do About It book is simply
not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book
is information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of
information you will get. This kind of Crescent Of Fire: Why The Islamic World Is Ablaze, And What We
Can Do About It without we know teach the one who studying it become critical in imagining and analyzing.
Don't end up being worry Crescent Of Fire: Why The Islamic World Is Ablaze, And What We Can Do
About It can bring when you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn into full because you
can have it in your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Crescent Of Fire: Why The Islamic World Is
Ablaze, And What We Can Do About It having very good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you
will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Judy Newberry:

Here thing why this kind of Crescent Of Fire: Why The Islamic World Is Ablaze, And What We Can Do
About It are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it depends in the
content of computer which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Crescent Of Fire: Why The Islamic
World Is Ablaze, And What We Can Do About It giving you information deeper and different ways, you can
find any e-book out there but there is no guide that similar with Crescent Of Fire: Why The Islamic World Is
Ablaze, And What We Can Do About It. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your current eyes
about the thing which happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can bring
everywhere like in area, café, or even in your technique home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties
in bringing the published book maybe the form of Crescent Of Fire: Why The Islamic World Is Ablaze, And
What We Can Do About It in e-book can be your alternative.

Thelma Cobb:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV,
as well as playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can
spent all day long to reading a publication. The book Crescent Of Fire: Why The Islamic World Is Ablaze,
And What We Can Do About It it is very good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this
book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to deliver
this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from your smart phone. The
price is not to cover but this book provides high quality.



Valerie Beauchamp:

This Crescent Of Fire: Why The Islamic World Is Ablaze, And What We Can Do About It is great book for
you because the content and that is full of information for you who always deal with world and still have to
make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it information accurately using great plan word or
we can declare no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole data
in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with lovely
delivering sentences. Having Crescent Of Fire: Why The Islamic World Is Ablaze, And What We Can Do
About It in your hand like getting the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no
reserve that offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but this publication already do that. So , this is good
reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?
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